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System bracing is always required by the building code. IRC (International Residential Code)

refers to “braced walls”. IBC (International Building Code) refers to “shear walls”. Both require

system bracing at the floor (and roof) level for global lateral stability.

The most common type of system bracing at the floor level includes OSB rimboard continuously

supported by and nailed to the bearing wall. This also tends to be the most economical and

expedient method. However, there are cases where alternate methods are desired. For

example, at cantilevers, it is desirable to have a clear path for installation of fiberglass

insulation. The following detail illustrates another option for providing the required system

bracing. Any alternate system bracing method, including this one, should be reviewed and

approved by the building designer who is ultimately responsible for the design of lateral and

global stability systems.


